
Core Principle: Processes 
 
Abbreviated Course-specific Principle 
ENGL 1105: Writing Processes <------> ENGL 1106: Research Processes 
 

● ENGL 1105 outcome : You will have engaged in invention, drafting, and 
rewriting, providing explicit evidence of a writing process. 

 
● ENGL 1106 outcome : You will have practiced  different research methods, which 

includes analyzing and using sources and developing primary research. 
 
Process  defined: 1) a series of actions directed to some end; 2) a continuous action  
 
Processes, understood in these basic definitional terms, essentially relate to the steps 
you take in writing or researching a topic and/or assignment. When considering 
process in 1105, think about the steps students go through when beginning an 
assignment: brainstorming a topic, writing an outline, developing a thesis 
statement/overall focus, drafting a few pages, writing a few more pages, and then 
editing and revising the final document. All of these steps are part of the writing 
process. 
 
When considering process in 1106, students will still go through a writing process for 
every assignment in class. However, they will also start thinking about their own 
research  processes; often, the hardest part for most students is developing a research 
topic that has particular and specific parameters. Think here, then, of the steps that can 
help guide your students in this discovery. Develop activities related to brainstorming 
for research topics and how to then refine a research topic, how to turn that research 
topic into a workable thesis statement or argument, and how to develop that 
statement of purpose into a longer, sustained paper. 
 
Introductory Activity about Processes (Group Discussion) 
 
How do you define processes in your own writing? Take a few minutes to consider the 
term and how process has its place in your writing. Then, beyond your own writing, 
think about how you consider process in your teaching: what are some tips you share 
with your students about writing and/or researching as a process?  What has been 
successful in your teaching of processes? What has not been successful, and what 
would you do differently in the future?  
 
Processes in Practice: What We Want Students to Learn 
 
ENGL 1105 



● Consider here the processes that are most helpful in developing a strong writing 
routine, focusing on the processes that you can emphasize in class to help 
students develop a writing pattern that works well for them. 

● Discuss the role that drafting plays in writing as a process, in addition to the 
roles that revision and editing play. 

 
ENGL 1106 

● As mentioned, developing a sustainable research topic is an issue that many 
students struggle with. One goal, then, as instructors is to help guide the 
students as best as possible in that journey. Consider activities that help 
brainstorm topics and then help them narrowly refine/define those topics. 

● Students also should learn that researching as a process is not something that 
has a finite end. Help students to see that their research process doesn’t have to 
end in 1106; the research skills that they learn in 1106 are ones that they can 
apply to all/most of their work in academia. 

 
Class Activity Ideas 
1. Thesis roundtable 
2. Source attribution via crayons or highlighters 
3. Class blackboard cluster map 
4. First page or two workshop 
5. Other ideas? 
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